
     NEWSLETTER         January 2023 

 
                                FOR THE MEMBERS OF CHILLIWACK PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD 
 

Presidents Message 
 
Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a nice holiday season and 
the wild weather didn't cause too much inconvenience. We actually 
had to postpone Christmas for a day as we were planning to drive 
to Kelowna on Christmas Eve but decided to wait because of the 
freezing rain. And we are glad we did, Christmas can be celebrated 
any day, it is much more important to be safe. 
 
This is also the reason we decided to cancel the December 
meeting. We were very much looking forward to it but with the 
huge amount of snow we wanted everyone to be safe and not feel 
tempted to drive on icy roads after dark. It was a bit disappointing 
but we have decided to celebrate Christmas at the March meeting 
instead. The food drive and the voting for the charitable donations 
will also happen then which might actually be a good thing. 
Everybody donates at Christmas but the food bank and other 
charities need support all year long. We will also have the draw for 
the Christmas blocks, and we hope to have time for a game or two 
after the regular program.  
 
Without a meeting in December, we didn't have a lot of content 
for this month's newsletter, and Trish V, one of our newer members 
who has also joined the We Care committee, wrote a great article 
on stash busting for us. I would like to take this opportunity to 
remind everyone that this is your newsletter and anyone is 
welcome to submit articles for publication. Some of the best 
newsletters we had during Covid contained a lot of member 
submissions, so send us anything you think might be interesting for 
your fellow guild members.  
 
The January and February meetings will be held on Zoom. Most of 
us are fairly comfortable with Zoom by now but if you have any 
questions or need help, please don't hesitate to ask. We have two 
great speakers booked, and we would like all members to be able 
to attend and not be hindered by technical problems. 
 
Happy Stitching, 
Beatrice 

Monthly Meeting 
Wed 18 January 2023 

 
Via Zoom, look for a link sent to 

your email a few days ahead of the 
meeting. 

 

January Program 
 
Cheryl Arkinson is our guest 
speaker this month, she will be 
telling us about her quilt journey 
and more specifically talking about 
Improv quilting.  There is a more 
detailed bio about Cheryl at the 
bottom of this newsletter. 
   
The Challenge Quilts from the 
Quilt Show will be on zoom. The 
makers of these quilts will be 
identified (no names were 
displayed at the show). If they are 
at the zoom meeting they can 
speak about their project.  
 
Show & Tell and We Care projects 
will be shown as a PowerPoint 
slideshow, we will stop on each 
slide so that the maker can say a 
few words, just as if we were doing 
this in person. 
 
Join in on an ‘Informal Chat’ at the 
end of the meeting for those that 
want to hang around. Hope to see 
you on Zoom. 😊 
 
 



We Care 
 
 
Now that Christmas and the 
holiday season is over, perhaps 
we can get back to our quilting 
projects.  I have a few on the go, 
myself.    
 
We now have batting and new 
backing material. Samples will be brought to the March meeting 
 
In the meanwhile, until we meet again in person at our regular 
guild meeting in March, I have made arrangements with Angela, 
at Cozy Cottons Quilting, for members to drop off their 
completed ‘We Care’ quilts.  Please attach a piece of paper with 
your name on your quilt so that we can keep track for our records, 
thanks.  Angela also has a supply of quilt labels which you can 
pick-up there, if needed.   
 
Also, if you need batting or backing, please call, text or e-mail me 
(Naida) and I will make arrangements with you to meet at 
Angela’s so that you can pick it up.   
 
The material that you see in the attached picture was donated by 
Vicky Robinson.  Vicky volunteers at Chilliwack Hospice and has 
donated this material to be used for We Care quilts. In March we 
will have it available, at no cost, so help yourself and make more 
quilts.   
 

 
 
We would like to thank Angela for being so accommodating and 
helping us out.  Thanks so much. 
 
Happy New Year 2023 
From the ‘We Care’ Committee 

 
These fantastic local merchants support 
our guild. Be sure to show your 
appreciation by supporting their 
businesses! 
 

 
 

 
 
Guild Emails  
chilliwackpiecemakers@gmail.com 
 
chillpmnewsletter@gmail.com 
 
Check us out on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/84004
2746122369 

 



Workshop - Landscape Quilts 
 
Please email Micheline or Jean to sign up for the Landscape 
workshop taught by Nancy Riemersma being held on 
Saturday, February 25 at Chilliwack Community of Christ 
Church - 9845 Carleton St Chilliwack, cost is just $20 if you 
use your own supplies. 
 

 
 
Landscape Quilt - class description  
Create a small Landscape (approx. 12” x 18”) incorporating 
your favorite fabrics, using included pattern. 

• Learn to work with the fusible applique process 

• Learn about depth, overlap, background, foreground 

& positioning 

• Learn methods for securing edges and stitching 

effects by machine 

Discussion will also include - 
• Starting with a photo to create a pattern for future 

projects 

• Selecting fabrics for value as well as colour variations 

• Ideas for quilting for texture and definition 

• Ideas for borders and finishing 

A class kit including assorted fabrics for the picture portion, 
fusible web (Wonder Under), and tear away stabilizer 
(Stitch’n’Tear), is available by request for $30. 
Full supply list will include details of all materials required, 
including batting, borders, backing and facing or binding. 

 Membership/Registration 
 
Hello from the Registration Desk  
 
Our Guild Member numbers 
remain at 86 but our welcome mat 
is always out for new members so 
if you have any friends who would 
like to join let them know. 
 
Welcome back to Darlene Epp 
returning guild member. 
 
Our lanyards have been ordered 
and will be here for our March 
general meeting … cost 💲5.00  
 
We will continue with our 
sponsored gift draws at our 
January and February zoom 
meetings.  
 
Nancy & Darlene 🙂 
 
Buddies & Mentorship 
 
 
 
 
 
It is difficult to be a guild buddy or 
mentor for our new members 
when we are not meeting in 
person; however, a zoom meeting 
is the perfect way for you a new 
member to hear from many 
members and to continue to learn 
about the guild in general.  The 
end of the meeting informal chat is 
ideal for us to get to know you and 
for you to have your questions 
answered. 
 
 
 

 



Stash Busting 

 
 
Did you have a resolution to reduce your stash this year? 
Maybe I can help.  We all attempt to reduce, reuse and 
recycle as best we can.   
 
Our ‘We Care’ program helps with this and gives our 
completed quilts to many organizations throughout our area 
and will continue to give out batting and backing when 
requested. Talk to Naida. 
 
With so many new members (I’m pretty new too) to the 
Guild I thought I would share some ideas! I sew for a few 
organizations so I collect fabric to help make the items I 
donate, as well I try to utilize my stash.  If you want to sew or 
clean out your stash, consider the following: 
 
Days for Girls: daysforgirls.org Chilliwack group meets 
monthly usually last Friday of the month to sew together but 
you can sew from home as well.  (Gail W & Ginger C, are 
Guild contacts) Flannel and cottons (10” X10” and larger) 
are used to make liners/shields for feminine hygiene 
products.  Larger cotton pieces (12” x 30”) are used for the 
bags to store the products for the girls. 
 
Sew Powerful (www.sewpowerful.org) - Agassiz chapter 
forming - Meeting date and time TBD 
Fabric – home décor, denim, cotton duck & cottons – used 
to make cross-body purses where the girls store their 

Youth Bags 

 
 
For our newer members every 
second year we make up 50 
cotton bags of items we hope are 
useful to disadvantaged youth in 
our community. In November 2023 
we will fill the bags and deliver 
them to Chilliwack Community 
Services - Youth Services.  
 
The bags are approximately 16 ins 
by 28 ins with a draw string 
fastening. Starting in February 
Karlie will keep an up dated chart 
on the web site and in the 
newsletter listing what we collect 
and how many more we need. 
 
At the moment we have 25 
scarves, 16 toques, 1 pair of socks, 
3 pairs of gloves and 23 bags. We 
collect toiletries, usually travel size, 
so if you are travelling, please 
collect any small soaps, shampoos 
and conditioners that you do not 
use. If you have a contact in a 
dentist office, they often will 
donate toothpaste and 
toothbrushes. 
 
There will be a blue box next to 
registration for donations each 
month, starting in March. 
 
Thank you in advance Janet S. 
 

 
 

 



feminine hygiene products in Zambia.  They already have 
trained local sewers to make their pads & liners.   
 
Samaritian’s Purse: 
Through DFG I was asked to help a lady who puts together 
60 shoeboxes yearly.  She asked if I could sew some toddler 
t-shirts to go with the skirts and shorts, she sews. I said yes.  
I went through my stash and with some of her donated 
fabric managed to get 36 t-shirts completed before her 
deadline.  I also was able to use of my embroidery machine 
to make some of the plain fabric cuter!  I’m hoping to help 
fill all her 60 boxes with t-shirts this year! 
 
So… if you are looking for a way to reduce your stash and 
help those in underdeveloped countries stay in school and 
make them all smile (DFG & SP), consider contacting me! 
 
Trish V – the happy retired, stash/scrap busting Grandma! 
 
Zoom Practice 
 
If you have not used Zoom before or are a little nervous about 
our upcoming meeting, please don’t hesitate to join the 
meeting early on Wed right at 630 or come to the Sew Fun 
Saturday Zoom for some help, someone is usually on 
between 10 and 11, if you don’t see anyone there leave your 
zoom call open or try again a bit later. 
 
Renate’s Scrap Quilt  
 
This pattern uses 

• 2” squares 
• 4” squares 
• 2” x 4” rectangles 

 
These measurements include seam allowances. 
 
The easiest way is to cut everything into 4” squares and cut into 
smaller pieces as needed. 
 
The pattern alternates scraps and background fabric. White, black 
and navy work well for the background, or you can just sort your 
scraps by value and alternate light and dark fabrics. 
 

Looking Ahead 

February 

For our February general meeting, 
again on Zoom, we will be hosting 
another speaker - Brandon Wulff.  
Brandon is from Toronto, Ontario 
he will be doing a Trunk show to 
Biscotti. 

March 

Don’t put it in the garbage! 
 

 
 
Get ready for our March meeting. 
We will be having a ‘De-stash’. 
Clean out your sewing room of 
items you no longer use or want,  
ie:  fabric, rulers, thread, thread 
stands, ruler stand, literally 
anything goes, even craft items. 
 

 
 
Start placing items in a box now. 
This is big swap meet no cash 
exchanged.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



I find it easier to assemble the top in rows rather than looking for 
blocks in the pattern. Press seam allowances towards the darker 
pieces when assembling the rows, then the rows will fit together 
nicely. 

       
Repeat from left to right until desired width, then add final 
piece (same as the first one in the row) 

 
Repeat from top to bottom until desired length, then add 
final row (same as the top row) 
 
Variation 
 
Different layout that uses only two 2” squares instead of four, 
again repeat for desired size. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



HedgeHUGS Block of the Month 2023 

 

 
 
Once again, I am offering a Block of the Month project on my 
blog in 2023. This year's BOM is called “HedgeHUGS” and 
features cartoonish hedgehogs engaging in autumn 
activities. It is not a Halloween or Thanksgiving quilt but there 
will be one block for each of these holidays. There are twelve 
blocks, all appliqué (the fusible kind). Each block will be 
posted on my blog on the first day of the month at 9 am and 
will be available for free download until the end of the month. 
The finished quilt size is approx. 52″ x 64″. I will provide the 
finishing instructions with the last block in December. They 
won’t be anything special, just plain old sashing and a border. 
Of course, you are welcome to put the blocks together any 
way you like or use them individually for other projects.  
 
(The border in the logo is NOT part of the block/quilt, there 
just wasn’t enough room for the text on the plain block.) 
 
https://pumpkinpatchbc.com/blog/ 

Temperature Quilt  

Have you heard of a temperature 
quilt?  Our very own guild member 
Maureen Wood made one last year, I 
know all the blocks are done but I’m 
not sure if it is quilted and finished yet 
but if it is maybe we can convince her 
to bring it to the March meeting. 

The idea is that you make a small block 
for each day of the year (365) 
indicating the daily temperature.  It 
could include the high and low 
temperature depending upon what 
you want to do with the blocks. You 
need to create colour chart. 

 

I don’t think it is too late to start I’m 
sure the temperatures for our area 
could be found on Google.  And 
speaking of google if you type in 
temperature quilt and view images 
you will see tons of ideas to get you 
started. 

But what if you like to crochet? Well, 
what about a temperature snake or 
cat? 

  

There are lots of free patterns and 
YouTube demos for all things 
temperature, if you want to try one do 
a little google search. 😊 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Cheryl Arkison Bio 

 
Back when I started quilting it was practically unheard of for a 23 year old to do 
so, but there I was. Now, over 20 years later I haven’t stopped. In addition to my 
own creative work, I love to teach, write books, spread the gospel of improv, 
and design quilts. Every now and then I make a garment, my Grade 8 Home Ec 
Teacher would be proud. 
 
When it comes to making I am happy to make what inspires. I am well known for 
my use of bold colour and the quiet whispers of low volume fabrics but I will use 
anything in between as well. Use what you love, make what makes you happy. 
Just get your butt in the seat and sew. I am a huge proponent of play and 
though The Quilters’ Playcation lead us all on adventures! 
 
In the past decade I’ve published three books: Sunday Morning Quilts (co-
authored with Amanda Jean Nyberg, A Month of Sunday, and You Inspire Me to 
Quilt. I’ve also travelled the world to teach quilting. In between I am raising 3 
active kids and running a business with my husband. Sometimes, I sleep.  
 

 

 
Cheryl Arkison 

 
cheryl@cherylarkison.com 

 
www.cherylarkison.com 

www.quiltersplaycation.com 

 
Available for trunk shows and 

classes both virtual and in person. 
 

Join me for a weekly live improv 
tutorial on Instagram with the 

Quilters’ Playcation  
Adventure Sewalong.  
Every Tuesday in 2022  

at 10 AM Mountain 
@cheryl_arkison 


