
     NEWSLETTER         March 2023 

 
                                FOR THE MEMBERS OF CHILLIWACK PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD 
 

Presidents Message 
 
After the freezing temperatures, cold wind and amounts of 
snow that February threw at us as a departing gift, the sun is 
out today, the sky is blue and the mountains look pretty. 
Although it is still cool, a promise of spring can be felt in the 
air, and I have prepared the first garden beds for peas and 
radishes. I can't wait to plant the first pansies in the front yard, 
I love these pretty little flowers with their happy faces. Spring 
means longer days and an explosion of colours after the grey 
days of winter, and inspiration for quilting and new projects 
can be found everywhere. 
 
Since we had to cancel the December meeting, this month's 
meeting will be the first in-person meeting in three months, 
and I am so looking forward to it. We are lucky to have the 
internet and Zoom but nothing beats seeing old and new 
quilting friends in person at a general meeting. For all the 
new members that joined us in November, we are excited to 
welcome you back. Your buddies are ready to show you 
around and answer your questions, and please remember 
that you can always come to me, and I'll be happy to 
introduce you to other members as well. I am hoping for a lot 
of Show & Tell items and would like to encourage everyone 
to bring something and talk about it, so we get to know you 
better. The guild is a place for all skill levels. We don't judge, 
and if you have questions, there is always someone to help. 
Don't be intimidated by those of us who have been quilting 
for decades. Quilting takes a lot of practice, and we all started 
out with wobbly seams and not quite square blocks. Finished 
is better than perfect, and I still treasure my first attempts at 
quilting, no matter how many “mistakes” I might have made. 
 
Happy Stitching, 
Beatrice 
 

Monthly Meeting 
Wed 15 March 2023 

 
In person meeting at Cooks 

Presbyterian Church, 45825 
Wellington Ave, Chilliwack, 7pm. 

 
March Program 
 

Spring is around the corner and 
with it comes the desire to clean 
out the things that we no longer 
need or use. Our March meeting is 
a De-stash / Mini Merchant Mall so 
we are encouraging you to go 
through your sewing rooms and 
pull out any rulers, templates, 
cuttings mats, patterns, kits, fabric 
or anything else you would like to 
sell (please put prices on them) or 
give the items away.  We will have 
tables set up for you to display 
your items. This will be cash only 
sales so please bring your money 
and grocery bag along to the 
meeting. 

 
 
. 
 
 
 



Buddies & Mentorship.  
 
Thank you to all the ‘Buddies’ 
that have signed up to help 
and support our new 
members … you are such an 
important part of initiating 
these ladies into our guild.  
It’s been several months since we have been together and 
there are lots of new faces! There will be ‘New Member’ 
tags at the registration desk (March meeting) for the 
Buddies to pick up for their new member to help us all 
welcome them! If you are a buddy and not attending the 
meeting hopefully you have let Darlene know already so she 
can make adjustments to the list. 
 
We Care 
 
March has arrived 
and we will be back 
to meeting at the 
usual time and 
place. It will be nice 
to see everybody 
and chat up a storm. 
In February, quilts 
were delivered to 
Hospice, Ann Davis and Better Beginnings. So far this 
month, we have received 8 amazing quilts.  That gives us a 
total of 32 on hand.  Deliveries to agencies will be make 
later in the month. 
 
There is a new supply of quilt labels at Angela’s for anybody 
who needs them. This practice will be continued as it is 
convenient for our members.  Also, we will continue to drop 
off batting and backing there or bring it to the General 
Meetings.  Please continue to notify Naida with your 
requirements and preferences.   
 
Please bring your completed “We Care” quilts to the guild 
meetings so that we can all enjoy and admire them. 
 
 

Meeting Checklist 

§ Name badge (for possible 
door prize draw) 

§ Fat quarter - pastel 
§ Own coffee mug / water 

bottle 
§ Show & tell projects 
§ We Care quilts 
§ Library books to return 
§ Give away table items 
§ Door prize (voluntary) 
§ Finished workshop projects 

(landscape) 
§ Cash for food drive 
§ Canned food for food drive 
§ Items for De-stash or Mini 

merchant mall 
§ Cash to spend, shopping 

bag 
§ Christmas lotto block 
§ Mini project swap - sunglass 

case 
§ Youth bag donations 
§ $20 for Workshop 

registration 

                 
 
Day Retreat  
 
The date was Saturday March 11, 
time 9:30 am to 4:30 pm at the 
Community of Christ Hall, 9845 
Carleton St., Chilliwack. 
 
Look for some photos to come of 
the event in the next newsletter 
and on the webpage. 
 
       



There is a “We Care” workshop planned for April 29, 
2023.  Details will follow soon. 
 
We would also like to welcome Beatrice R to our 
committee.   
 

   
Ann Davis                                Hospice 

 
Better Beginnings 
 
Happy Quilting 
From the ‘We Care’ Committee 

 Membership/Registration 
 
Our guild membership at the end 
of February sits at 89.  
 
Please welcome Lori M to our 
guild as a new member … we look 
forward to meeting you at our 
March 15 in house meeting.  
Returning member Susan S … 
welcome back!  
 
Congratulations to our February 
Winners - 
 
Graceland $10. Gift Cert - 
     Gail W 
Cozy Cotton $10. Gift Cert - 
     Ineke V 
Carola Gift Cert - 
     Laurel H 
QuiltNut Creations 1m fabric - 
     Jean P 
Chitter Chatter Fabrics $10. Gift 
Cert - 
     Micheline G 
 
Thank you to these merchants for 
your continued support of our 
guild, in appreciation I hope you 
are able to visit their shops in the 
near future.  
 
Nancy & Darlene 🙂 
 
Fat Quarter Draw 
 
One fat quarter / one name entry - 
bring as many as you like.  
 
This month’s colour is PASTEL. 
 
Thanks - Debra 
 
 

 
 



Workshop - Improv Quilting 

Instructor - Nancy Riemersma 

 

 
 
Another terrific workshop opportunity is coming your way. 
Come and learn some new ways to combine your fabrics 
without using traditional patterns. Samples will be on view 
at the meeting in March. The Improv Workshop will be on 
May 6 10am to 4pm.provided we have enough interest. We 
will be taking registration at the March and April meetings 
and request payment be made via cash/cheques, cost will 
be $20.  If you would rather pay via e-transfer you can send 
payment to Connie at cdanielson.chilliwack@gmail.com but 
you must still register at either meeting or send an email to 
Micheline or Jean.  
 

 
 

 
These fantastic local merchants support 
our guild. Be sure to show your 
appreciation by supporting their 
businesses! 
 

 
 

 
 
Guild Emails  
chilliwackpiecemakers@gmail.com 
 
chillpmnewsletter@gmail.com 
 
Check us out on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/84004
2746122369 

 



Lanyards or Pins 
They have arrived our new order of lanyards. If you are 
interested in purchasing a lanyard or CPMG pin we have 
them for sale $5. each at the registration desk, they will be 
available at our in-house March meeting and all future 
meetings. 

 

Community Food Bank 

We planned this for December but it was cancelled; however, 
we wish to continue this for our needy community. In the past 
we collected non-perishable food items but this year we will 
also be accepting cash/cheque donations. Monetary 
donations are actually preferred because the  food bank can 
purchase the items they need most. They also get discounts 
at certain stores, so your money purchases more this way. 
 
Cash/cheque donations 
should be placed in an 
envelope. Donations over 
$20 qualify for a tax receipt, 
so don't forget to add your 
name and address if you 
would like to receive a 
receipt.  
 
Of course, we will also accept non-perishable food items 
again. Wanda has volunteered to collect the donations 
brought in at the March meeting and drop them off at the 
food bank. 

 

Library 

This month the remainder of the 
books and magazines that were 
previously culled from our library 
will be set up on a library table 
and are free for the taking.  Once 
you take them, they are yours to 
keep. Any books left will be taken 
to a local thrift shop. 
 
I understand we have a number of 
new members who are new to 
quilting. There will be a draw for 
these new members for the book 
“Quilter’s Complete Guide” by 
Marianne Fons and Liz Porter.  This 
is an older book with a wealth of 
information, lots of this 
information can be found online 
but I always like to have something 
handy to refer to.  So, if you are 
interested put your name in the 
draw.  
 
Librarian - Diane 
 
       

     



Youth Bags 

We are collecting 
items for the Youth 
bags. Below you will 
find a list of items 
included in the bags. 
We will collect over 
the next 8 months starting in March. A blue box will be by 
the reception table for donated items. The chart shows what 
is still needed. 
 

Item Female Male Either 
Sex 

Bags   27 
Small shampoo   50 

Small conditioner 25   
Body lotion 24   

Combs 23 25  
Soaps/body wash   47 

Socks 24 25  
Deodorants 25 25  

Toothbrushes   50 
Toothpaste   0 

Gloves 22 25  
Sanitary products 25   

Note books   50 
Pens   50 

Handbag size 
tissues 

  50 

Toques   35 
Scarves   25 

 
Jean Puffer has offered to obtain toothpaste for the bags. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
Organizer - Janet S 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Landscape Workshop 

Nancy R hosted a full house on February 25 to teach a 
landscape workshop. Some of us purchased kits from Nancy 
which was a perfect selection of fabrics for the task, each kit 
being different. Nancy provided the pattern and taught us 
the technique of using fusible web. She was very patient 
when some of us didn’t quite ‘get it’ the first time round and 
needed individual tutorials!!!! Her demonstration of how to 
secure the fabric with machine stitching was very 
informative. An excellent workshop all round, I personally 
learnt a lot. A huge thank you to Micheline G and Jean P for 
organizing it. The treats were good too!!!!  Here are a few 
photos to enjoy. 
Janet S 

  
 

  
 
Thread So, what is the big deal you ask? 
 

Thread is wound onto spools in one of two ways – stacked thread or 

cross wound thread. Stacked thread is when the thread lays parallel 

March Mini Project 
 

 
 
We hope you are participating at 
the March meeting by swapping a 
case for glasses. (It could also be 
used to carry your rotary cutter).  
 
Please hide your project for the 
swap in a paper bag and place it 
on the table for the draw which 
takes place at the break. 
 
The Christmas Lotto blocks (also 
cancelled at the December 
meeting) will be resumed and 
displayed at this meeting. Bring 
your block/s along to participate. 
A draw for a lucky winner or two of 
a stack of blocks will take place at 
this March meeting. 
 
April Mini Project 
 

   
 
The project for the April meeting 
will be a luggage tag that would 
allow room for identification to be 
inserted.  Once again there are 
lots of ideas and free patterns to 
be found on the internet. 

 

 
 

 
 



to itself around the spool. Cross wound thread is forms, an X around 

the spool. So, what is the big deal you ask? 

There are a couple things to know about how to position the spool 

on the sewing machine to achieve the best results. Stacked thread 

typically comes off the spool best if it is placed on a vertical spool 

pin. This will result in the spool needing to twist or spin to release 

the thread. This allows the thread to come off the spool in the 

smoothest manor. By placing stacked threads properly on a vertical 

spool pin will also allow the thread to not get caught in those pesky 

thread holder grooves carved into the ends of some spools. Cross-

wound thread unwinds best if it is placed on a horizontal spool pin 

making the thread pull away from the thread core smoothly as each 

X is unwound. 

Spool caps are designed to hold cross-wound spools in place on the 

horizontal spool pin. Match up the correct spool cap size with the 

spool cone end. Spool caps need to be positioned so that no thread 

can sneak between the cap and the 

spool and tangle. This will result 

usually with a broken needle or 

snapped thread as it becomes 

super tight. There are a few times 

when it is best to place a stacked 

spool on a horizontal spool pin. 

Some stacked slippery decorative threads such as rayon or 

polyesters sometimes what to puddle or fall off the spool resulting is 

a tangled mess while the spool is spinning. Again, this tangling will 

lead to a broken needle or snapped thread. Change these unruly 

spools to a horizontal spool pin with the proper spool cap. 

Thread stands are a wonderful addition to any ones sewing room. 

These stands allow users to use the larger cones of thread. Most 

larger thread cones are cross-wound. When placing this cone on a 

thread stand, the thread will travel upward to the guide at the top of 

the stand and over to the first guide on the sewing machine. Though 

this looks like it is on a vertical spool pin, the thread is actually still 

unwinding in the same way as it would on a horizontal spool pin. The 

thread is still being pulled off the spool releasing each of the cross-

wound x’s very smoothly. 

Thread stands are also good for fussy threads like metallics and 

nylon monofilaments. By placing these types of threads on a thread 

stand, it allows time for the thread to relax before it enters the first 

guide of the sewing machine. 

 

Reprinted from - Heirloom Creations 

Coming Up -  
April Meeting 
 
FYBR 2RT will be bringing 
approximately 20 pieces of art 
quilting to share with us. ‘Tangled 
in Blue’ is the exhibit title, you 
guessed it all the work focused on 
the colour blue.  You won’t want 
to miss out on this terrific 
opportunity. This work was 
recently on display in the White 
Rock Library. 
 
FYBR 2RT - We are a group of 
women, mostly from the lower 
mainland, who meet once a month 
to share our love and knowledge 
of fibre art. Our group is made of 
emerging fibre artists, teachers, 
authors, and award- winning 
textile artists.  Many have shown 
their work nationally and 
internationally.  ‘Tangled in Blue’ is 
our second exhibit we have 
created.  
 
Some of the artists will be 
attending the meeting to talk 
about their work. 
 

 
 
 
 


